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For many years Ronnie Burt has been the editor-in chief of the club newsletter.  Ronnie has decided 
to take a break from this task, and so Jeff Kirk and Derek VanGilder have volunteered to take on this 
role.  Many thanks to Ronnie for her service on the newsletter.  Ronnie has recommended a software 
upgrade as we transition this role.  Until the Board decides on new software, I will get us back on the 
road with this software and format.  So the newsletter may be evolving as we go, so stay tuned.  In 
any case we will try to get the key messages out to the members as timely and completely as 
practical.  Jeff Kirk

Thanks, Ronnie

Cruisers Club Wins

Non-Profit of the Year
Bastrop Chamber of Commerce Awards the Honor

The Bastrop Chamber of Commerce 
awarded the Bastrop Area Cruisers 
with the Non-Profit of the Year 
Award for 2017.  The meeting at the 
Hampton on February 1st opened 
with a boisterous entrance by Becki 
Womble and Terry Moore, who 
announced with much fanfare that 
our club had been chosen for this 
recognition.  



Chamber Award – cont.

for the presentation of the award. The efforts and accomplishments of the club
were described to the audience, highlighting the car show efforts and the gifting of
contributions to non-profit groups in our area by our club. A brief video was also
shown of the meeting where the Chamber announced to us that we would be
receiving this award. With the club hosting and putting on the biggest event of the
year in the downtown area, it is very deserving that the Club be recognized for its
car show efforts that provide fun, veterans recognition , funds for deserving
organizations, and profits for our downtown businesses.

The award was
presented to club
members at the
annual Bastrop
Chamber of
Commerce Banquet
held at the
Convention Center
on February 16th.
Members that were
in attendance at
the banquet were
invited to the stage

Chapmans Host Garage Tour
Cars, Coffee, Donuts and more

Lea and John Chapman hosted our first club garage tour of 2018 on February 17th at 
their place.  John’s garage is a working garage of an estimated 5000 square feet, 
containing maybe a couple dozen cars, mostly from the Chevrolet family, in all stages 
of restoration.  Outside are dozens of other cars including some remaining in place 
after fire destroyed his garage and property in 2011.  



Coffee, donuts, and
other prepared
breakfast treats were
consumed as about
25 members checked
out the vehicles and
heard and told
stories, most of them

true.

Thanks to John and
Lea for the enjoyable

morning.



At the January general meeting, the schedule for future meetings was opened up 
for discussion due to conflicts that were brought up by some members on 
continuing to have meetings on the first Thursday of the month. After some 
discussion a motion was made to change our normal meeting date to the second 
Wednesday of each month in 2018. This motion was seconded and adopted by the 
membership in a show of hands, so starting in March the general meeting will be 
on the second Wednesday of the month. To spread out the meetings and the 
socials, it was adopted that future socials would be scheduled for the fourth 
Wednesday of each month.

Monthly 
Meeting at 

Hampton 
6pm

Monthly  
Social 

Roadhouse in 
Paige 6pm

Monthly    
Board Meeting 

at Comfort 
Suites 6:30pm

Car Show 
Volunteers 

Recognition 
– Colony Rm

Car Cruise 
and Show –

Violet Crown 
in Austin

The club transitioned in February to our new venue for our general meetings, the
Hampton Inn in Bastrop. After an extensive evaluation of venues and caterers, it
was concluded and recommended by the board that the Hampton Inn be the venue
of choice for 2018. This was presented at the general meeting in January and the
members in attendance agreed unanimously to adopt the Hampton as the venue
and to use various caterers , primarily Maxine‘s and Gracie’s, for our meetings.

Hampton Inn is New Meeting Venue

Meeting and Socials Schedule Change

Car Cruise  –
Klossels in 

Moulton



On Saturday, February 3rd, 4 BAC members and 1 BAC Judge volunteer &

friend drove over to Lockhart to check out the Hotrods & Hatters car show. This

show is one of the largest in the area each year with lots of entertainment and

activities.

Charitable Donations Made to Worthy 

Organizations

Their recommendations were shared with the 
Board and the membership at recent meetings. At 
this point, almost all of the disbursements have 
been given or sent to the chosen organizations.  It 
was good, quick work by this important 
committee.

The Charity Selection Committee was busy in January and February discussing and 
selecting worthy organizations for donation of funds from those donated to the club 
during the car show process and throughout 2017.  Led this year by Tony Sloterdijk, the 
committee brought together donation ideas, discussed and evaluated each of them, and 
chose their preferences  for donations. 

“We decided to give most of the funds to veterans organizations and were able to donate 
nearly 75% of the total money available to veterans organizations, and the balance to 
other local organizations”, says Tony.  

Here’s the lineup that worked very hard on vetting charities and distributing the funds:  
Tony Sloterdijk, Maria Hughes, Bo Godfrey, Terry Hargrave, Pam Whittaker, Bill Whittaker, 
Craig Warner, Bill Heslep, Bruce Mungiguerra, Pat Riordan and advisor Bill Szelag.

(Left.) Bill Whittaker hands over a club donation to the 
Bastrop Sheriff K-9 Unit.  (Above.)  Susan Eastburn, a regular 
volunteer at the Bastrop Food Pantry, presents a club 
donation check to the Pantry.

Members Attend Hotrods and Hatters



(cont.)Hotrods and Hatters

Jon Huish, Bill Szelag and long time neighbor and Vets Show volunteer

judge John Bothwell left a little later and met up with Bruce Mungiguerra &

Roland Damari at the event. It was pretty cool and raining lightly most of the

morning while we were there which also seemed to cut down on the number

of cars there. We were there as spectators not show participants and

checked out the cars there for about 2 hours, had lunch and left. Bruce and

Roland went to Blacks BBQ and the 3 of us went to a nice little Italian Pizza

place downtown. Seems they do participant judging, have many, many food

and other vendors and lots of scattered car show parking with quite a few

open spaces all over. They also have bands playing most of the day. We

focused on the cars and saw some pretty nice muscle cars, rat rods and

street rods who braved the questionable weather.

Members from Afar
Our long time friends and club members living in Japan, Barb 
and Steve Dewire, are very good at trying to keep in touch by 
sharing local sights and sightings of classic cars in Tokyo and 
beyond.  Here are a few recent sightings. Thanks, Steve, for 
keeping in touch.


